
Development Research Day 2020 
About Development Research Day, DRD 

DRD - how it all started 

The Development Research Day is an inter-disciplinary arrangement that was initiated 
in order to form a meeting ground for all researchers and students at Lund University 
who share an interest in development issues. 

The first DRD 

The event was launched in 2002 by the Department of Political Science at Lund 
University. Since then the responsibility for hosting the arrangement has rotated 
between the departments of political science, human ecology and human geography, 
sociology, economics and economic history and the multi-disciplinary centre LUCSUS 
(Lund University Centre for Sustainability Studies). 

Structure 

Given the unusual circumstances of a global pandemic which we are all living through, 
this will be the first year that the Development Research Day will take place online. A 
more decentralised structure is planned with a morning plenary on the theme of the 
current pandemic followed by parallel sessions hosted by various departments on the 
broad theme of rural development. 

The Hydén Award for the best thesis on democratisation and development is awarded 
during the conference. 

Morning plenary theme: Development practice and research in times of pandemic: 
Challenges and new opportunities 

Date & time: Wednesday October 21, 2020. Time: 10:00-12.00. Note that we will start 
on the hour exactly. 

Organizers: The Department of Human Geography 

Venue: The plenary session will be run online and everyone is welcome to join at the 
Zoom link: https://lu-se.zoom.us/j/66124643225 

No registration needed: All students and researchers from all departments interested 
in development are welcome. 

Panel abstract: We are currently living through multiple crises unfolding within the 
exceptional circumstances of a global pandemic. From economic to ecological and 
political to personal, life on earth is being affected in profound ways. The very notion 
of development and visions for the future are at risk. However, we are also seeing 
incredible solidarity and collective mobilisation, which is in some cases bringing out 
the very best of what it is to be human. The plenary for Development Research Day 
2020 will navigate these uncertain times of change. Four panellists with different roles 



in development practice and research have been invited to deliberate on the 
challenges and opportunities of our current situation. The audience will also be invited 
to join the discussions with their own experiences and perspectives on the implications 
of the pandemic and the associated crises focused on finding openings for alternative 
scholarship and practices of hope. 

Schedule 

10:00 – 10:15   Welcome and Introduction: Agnes Andersson Djurfeldt 

10:15 – 11:45   Panel discussion on Development practice and research in 
times of pandemic: Challenges and new opportunities. This will 
include audience participation. Moderator: Vasna Ramasar, 
KEG 

11:45 – 12:00   Hydén prize for best thesis within the field 

Invited panelists 

To be confirmed but including representatives from MAKAAM, Forum for Women 
Farmer’s Rights in India, a Swedish development organisation; a research in 
development and a student of development. 

The panellists will be updated in due course. 

Afternoon structure 

In the afternoon, we move to decentralized parallel panels organized by two 
departments: Political Science and Department of Human Geography (KEG). The 
below outlines the program for the two parallel streams taking place via zoom from 
13.00-16.00: 
 
Political Science Stream: 
Humanitarianism and development: new directions in research and practice 
Humanitarian responses to crises and emergencies have often been managed and 
studied as distinct from long-term development planning, yet this divide has become 
increasingly challenged by the emergence of a “development-humanitarian nexus” 
and now a “triple nexus” in which peace features as a third pillar. This panel brings 
together five interventions from practitioners and researchers that consider cases 
where the boundaries between humanitarianism and development are being 
reconfigured. The panel will shed light on how the nexus is mobilized by different 
organizations and across new configurations of actors, public and private, human 
and non-human. It will also interrogate if and how interventions premised on the 
nexus entrench or alter power relations in contexts of displacement, conflicts, and 
disasters. 
Panellists:  
 

- Charles Drury (SIDA Africa Unit and Graduate School) “The triple nexus: 
reflections from SIDA’s Africa Unit” 

- Jenny lao Jörgensen (Division of Risk Management and Societal Safety) 
“Vulnerability in and between humanitarianism and development” 

- Ekatherina Zhukova (Department of Political Science) “Chronic Crisis and 
Nuclear Disaster Humanitarianism: Recuperation of Chernobyl and 
Fukushima Children in Italy” 



- Annika Bergman Rosamond and Catia Gregoratti (Department of Political 
Science) “Neoliberal turns in global humanitarian governance: corporations, 
celebrities and the construction of the entrepreneurial refugee woman” 

- Daniel Möller Ölgaard (Department of Political Science) “Selling the distant 
other online: how algorithms shape humanitarian communication” 

 
Zoom link: https://lu-se.zoom.us/j/69485577742  
 
KEG Stream: 
KEG’s panel will give space to different early career scholars to present their ongoing 
work with point of departure in this year’s overall theme of rural development: 
 

- 13.00 – 13.20 Helena Wisbech Frid, “Sabotage” of the Disi Water 
Conveyance in Rural Southeast Jordan 

- 13.20 – 13.40 Jesica López, Cattle ranching as accelerating driver of 
deforestation in Amazonas region of Colombia 

- 13.40 – 14.00 Selorm Kugbega, State-chief Interactions and Agrarian Change 
in Ghana. The Case of Nkoranza Traditional Area 

- 14.00 – 14.20 Karin Lindsjö, Generational challenges to agricultural 
intensification in Malawi 

- 14.20 – 14.40 BREAK 
- 14.40 – 15.00 Mads Barbesgaard, Landscapes of dispossession: Spectacular 

and mundane struggles in Southeastern Myanmar 
- 15.00 – 15.20 Mengina Gilli, Shea land formalization and the distribution of 

market-based conservation benefits in Ghana’s CREMA 
- 15.20 – 15.40 Yahia Mahmoud, CO2-Negative Cooking and Cultivation in 

Smallholder Farms in Africa – the Potential Role of Pyrolysis and Biochar 
 
Zoom-link:  https://lu-se.zoom.us/j/63286236286 
 
For questions regarding the event, please contact  
Karin Lindsjö (karin.lindsjo@keg.lu.se) 
Mads Barbesgaard (mads.barbesgaard.2321@keg.lu.se) 
 

 

 

 

 

 


